JULIA BROWNLEY Congress of the Uniteh Stateg
; ibouse of Representatives [ ——
Whashington, BE 203150526 s

Btig

March 14, 2013

The Honorable Michael Huerta
Administrator

Federal Aviation Administration
800 Independence Avenue SW
Washington, DC 20591-0001

Dear Administrator Huerta:

[ write to express my concerns about the difficult choices that the sequester has forced FAA to make regarding
the safety of our national airspace. Clearly, Congress must pass balanced legislation to provide FAA with
adequate resources to ensure the safety of our national airspace. Nevertheless, | write to EXPress my concerns
about the specific impact of the sequestration cuts on aviation safety in Ventura County.

The FAA recently announced staffing reductions at the FAA staffed control tower at Camarillo Airport (CMA)
and the closure of numerous contract towers, including the federal contract control tower at Oxnard Alrport
(OXR). Because both CMA and OXR are in close proximity to Naval Base Ventura County (NBVC(), these
airports share airspace and flight paths. [ am deeply concerned that the closure of CMA and OXR will reduce
coordination with flight operations at NBVC, putting both our naval personnel and the flying public at a safety
risk. Compounding this problem is the closure of other contract towers in the Los Angeles basin area.

[ am enclosing correspondence from the Ventura County Director of Alirports requesting an exemption for
CMA and OXR from the sequestration closures. | fully support this request, and urge FAA to promptly review
the safety and job issues outlined by the airport authority.

Thank you in advance for your action on my request,

Sincerely,

JBIA BROWNLEY
Member of Congress

ib/sw
Enclosure




DEPARTMENT OF AHPORTS
www. ventura.org/afrports

585 Airport Way @ Camariilo, CA 93010 ¢ (BOS5) 388-4274 ¢ Fax: [B05) 388-4265

March 12, 2013

J. David Grizzle

Chief Operating Officer

Federal Aviation Administration
800 independence Avenug, SW
Washington, DC 20581

Re: Requestto Exempt Oxnard and Camarillo Airport Control Towers
from Funding Cessation Due to Sequestration based on Impact on the
National Interest

Dear Mr. Grizzie:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed funding cessation that will
result in the closing of the Federal Contract Control Tower at Oxnard Airport (OXR} and
the FAA staffed Controt Tower at Camarilio Airport (CMA). Camarillo Airport is
categorized as a National Asset in the FAA's General Aviation Airports, A National
Asset study conducted last year. 1 write to you in hopes of keeping these two towers, as
well as others, open and that you find other means within the FAA o meet the reduction
in federal spending due to sequestration.

Oxnard airport is the only Part 139 airport in Ventura County which is a County of more
than 800,000 citizens. Oxnard and Camarillo airports share Class D airspace with
Naval Base Ventura County/Pt. Mugu (NTD) and the three airports form a triangle with
legs of approximately 5 miles between them. Closing these towers will cause a safety
issue due to the lack of coordination between aircraft departing and arriving OXR, CMA,
and NTD in ciose proximity to one another. There were 187,290 recorded annual
operations at Oxnard and Camarillo airports as well as tens of thousands of military
operations at NTD. The three airports all have instrument procedures that “overlap” the
other airports airspace and flight paths. The safety implications and the reduced
coordination with Department of Defense operations demonstrate a negative
impact on the National Interest.

Further, If you analyze the control towers slated for closure in the Los Angeles basin
area you will quickly realize that there are as many as 884,593 annual cperations
conducted at these twelve airports, all of which will no longer benefit from the
coordination that is conducied by the confrol towers (see attached). Of those, 474,622
annual operations are at airporis with Contract Towers, These airports le directly
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adjacent and near Los Angeles World Airports (LAX), Bob Hope/Burbank Airport (BUR],
Long Beach Airport (LGB}, Ontario Airport (ONT), and John Wayne Airport (SNA).
THESE FIVE PART 139 AIRPORTS HANDLE APPROXIATELY 85 MILLION ANNUAL
PASSENGERS. This is not the way to minimize the impact on the maximum number of
traveling passengers. The safety implications and the reduced coordination that
will result in severe inefficiencies in the Los Angeles airspace are a negative
impact on the National Interest.

The airports mentioned above generate BILLIONS of dollars in positive economic
impact every year. All of these airports provide access to the National Airspace System
(NAS) and contribute to interstate commerce. Creating severe inefficiencies by
closing the towers will have a negative impact on that economic benefit, causing
the slowing of the national economy and is a negative impact on the National
Interest.

These control towers coordinate movements on the ground at each of the airports. The
FAA Runway Safety Action Team (RSAT) relies on the towers to coordinate the safe
movement of aircraft and separation from vehicles and pedestrians in movement areas.
Closing the control towers will result in no control over these ground movements and
the likelihood of vehicle pedestrian deviations, taxiway incursions, and runway
incursions will increase jeopardizing the safety of pilots and airport tenants. Given the
high importance placed on implementing Safety Management Systems (SMS) by the
FAA and the National Transportation Safety Board, a Safety Risk Assessment should
be conducted at each individual facility prior to any final decisions on closure. The
FAA’s own internal SMS protocols, which cuts across every line of business in the
agency, should be followed. Again, the safety implications are a negative impact on
the National Interest.

FAA Advisory Circular 150/5370-2F provides for construction safety phasing plans
during construction projects at airports. Closing the towers will result in a lack of
coordination between airport operations and construction activities and will cause
deiays in construction projects at airports. Delaying construction projects will reduce
the number of jobs provided by the construction and have a negative impact on
the unemployment rate and national economy causing a negative impact on the
National Interest. Further, it will impact safety between airport operations and
construction on airports.

Sequestration is designed to result in an across the board cut on federal programs, yet
the Federail Contract Tower Program is being proposed to be cut by 78%. This is an
unfair and discriminatory action on a program that saves the FAA millions of dollars a
year. |n this crucial time for general aviation where there is an aging pilot population,
high fuel prices, environmental pressures regarding 100LL fuel, it seems to me that the
FAA should be doing all it can (o support keeping the control towers open which will
benefit the safety of all aviation. Student pilots are required to fly into an airport with an
operating control tower as part of their fraining. Should we now send the student pilots
fo LAX, BUR, LGB, ONT, and SNA to conduct their fraining? Closing the towers will
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make the aviation industry less safe, inefficient, and therefore less inviting to new
pilots and cripple the future of the industry creating a negative impact on the
National interest.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments. As you can see, the County of
Ventura feels strongly that closing either or both of the control towers in our County
impacts the National Interest. | may be reached at 805-388-4200 with any questions.

Sincerely,

A WA —

TODD L. McNAMEE, AAE
Director of Airports

Attachments:

ATADs Report for LA Basin Contract Tower Operations

ATADs Report for LA Basin FAA and Contract Towers Operations

Diagram showing location of proposed 12 tower closures (red) and five Part 139 airports (green)
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